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Introduction  
 

For decades now, films like American Graffiti, Fast Times at Ridgemont High, Dazed and 
Confused, and American Pie have found success showcasing adolescent interaction.  More 
recently, films like Cruel Intentions, The Rules of Attraction, and Thirteen have depicted a 
darker side of teenage culture and its contemporary corruption.  Cluster builds upon some 
of these classic themes, while portraying upper-middle-class suburban teenage reality in a 
uniquely raw, distinctively fresh, and entirely honest light ς however disturbing that may be.   
Cluster portrays a largely realistic suburban world.  The story spans the scale of human 
emotions ς at times hilarious, at times absurd, and of course, at times tragic.  LǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ǘŜŜƴ 
comedy, part social commentary, part realistic depiction, and part fantastic caricature. 
 

Synopsis  
 
After hooking up with a series of guys at a house party, April is the talk of her high school.  
Her best friend Michelle, envious of ŀƭƭ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ 
footsteps and become more sexually foreword.  At the same time, their mutual friend 
/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎƻ ƛƴŦŀǘǳŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ōƻȅŦǊƛŜƴŘ wȅŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊed 
ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΦ  !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛƭŜΣ WƻƘƴΣ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƭȅ-obsessed yet entirely inexperienced, spends 
the week informing his two best friends, Colin ς !ǇǊƛƭΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ς 
and Tyler ς ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜΩǎ ŎǊǳǎƘ ς about obscure sexual urban legends he reads 
about online, that just somehow end up managing to come true.  Throw in the naïve 
ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ 5ǊΦ WƻǊŘŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ aǊΦ YƛƳōŀƭΣ ŀ ŎƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ 
teacher trying desperately to dodge repeated seduction attempts from his students, and 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊΦ 

 

Background  
 
Like it or not, we live in a time where chivalry, chastity, and traditional relationships have 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ άƘƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǳǇΣέ άŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΣέ ŀƴŘ aȅ{ǇŀŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ 
relationships has become extremely casual.  Oral sex is often thought of as little more than 
a handshake.  And other than the occasional Katie Couric special, little has been produced 
documenting this disheartening yet psychologically fascinating new world of adolescent 
interaction.  In an age where sexuality and nudity have gone from taboo to ubiquitous, we 
ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦŀœŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
quaint suburban homes. 
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R ipped From T he Headlines  
Below ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άCǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ²ƛǘƘ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ 
aŀƭƭέ ōȅ .Ŝƴƻƛǘ 5ŜƴƛȊŜǘ-Lewis from the May 30, 2004 issue of                                                     : 
 

Hooking Up & Friends with Benefits 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜƴŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ΨΨƘƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǳǇΩΩ ŀƴŘ ΨΨŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΩΩ όōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻƻƪ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
regularly) has trickled down from college campuses into high schools and junior highs ς and not just 
in large urban centers. Cell phones and the internet, which offer teenagers an unparalleled level of 
privacy, make hooking up that much easier, whether they live in New York City or Boise. 
 
hƴŜ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ƎƛǊƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǇ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΦ ΨΨ¢ƻ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
even really like hanging out togetherΣΩΩ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƳŜǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜȄΦ ΨΨI go to his house, 
we sit there and talk for two minutes, then we go at it. Then we sit there again for about 10 
minutes, and I go homeΦΩΩ /ƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎΣ ΨΨŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΩΩ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƛǎƴƻƳŜǊΦ ¢ŀƪŜ 
ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜȄΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ 
 

The Suburban Reality 
 

Common assumptions, particularly about suburban versus urban kids, no longer hold true. Parents 
often think that teenagers who grow up in cities are more prone to promiscuous sexual behavior 
than teenagers in the suburbs. But according to a comprehensive study sponsored by the National 
Institute of Child Health and Development, more suburban 12th graders than urban ones have had 
sex outside of a romantic relationship, 43%, compared with 39%. 

 
άhǊŀƭέ 

 
While the teen intercourse rate has declined ς from 54% in 1991 to 47% in 2003 ς this may be partly 
because teenagers have simply replaced intercourse with oral sex. To a generation raised on MTV, 
AIDS, Britney Spears, internet porn, Monica Lewinsky and Sex and the City, oral sex is definitely not 
sex ς ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ΨΨƻǊŀƭΩΩ ς and hooking up is definitely not a big deal. 
 

The End of Relationships? 
 
ΨΨLǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƻ ǿŜƛǊŘ ƛŦ ŀ Ǝǳȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨLǊŜƴŜΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ŘŀǘŜΣΩΩΩ 
said IreneΣ ŀ ǘŀƭƭΣ ƻǳǘƎƻƛƴƎ ǎŜƴƛƻǊΦ ΨΨLΩŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΦ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǿŜŜǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƻ 
ǿŜƛǊŘΗΩΩ 
 
²ƛǘƘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƻƻƪ ǳǇΣ ǘŜŜƴǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊǳǎƘ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦ 
ΨΨ! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ǝǳȅǎ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ǎŜȄΣΩΩ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƭŜ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΦ ΨΨ.ǳǘ 
ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎŜȄ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ Ǝǳȅǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦΩΩ 
 
ΨΨThe Internet gives teen boys the idea that girls are interchangeable sexual objects at their 
disposalΣΩΩ ǎŀȅǎ [ynn Ponton, a professor of psychiatry at the University of California at San Francisco 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ΨΨ¢ƘŜ {ŜȄ [ƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎΦΩΩ ΨΨ{ƻ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀŘȅ 
for a real-ƭƛŦŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΚΩΩ 
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The Girls  

 
April (Allyson Muñoz) 
16, all American sweetheart, popular, beautiful, vain.  Comes 
from a nice upper-middle-class family and a seemingly 
perfect upbringing.  Complete whore.  Manipulative, 
controlling, entirely self-centered.  Is willing to do pretty 
much anything to stay on top. 
 
 

 
Caroline (Alison Whitney) 

16, genuine, kind, submissive.  Madly in love with Ryan, 
ƭƻƻƪǎ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŎǳƛǘȅΣ ƘƛŘŜǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-
pride, but is really in denial about her own abusive 
relationship.  She wants nothing more than to be in the 
άǇŜǊŦŜŎǘέ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊǎ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 

 
 
Michelle (Leah Viens-Gordon) 
16, virgin, bright, naïve, cute.  Looking to replace her innocent 
image with a more popular one by emulating her best friend, 
!ǇǊƛƭΦ  Iŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ¢ȅƭŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŜ ƘƻǇŜǎ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ 
now be able to score. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.CLUSTER-MOVIE.COM OR EMAIL INFO@CLUSTER-MOVIE.COM 

The Guys  

 
Ryan (Corey Feldman) 
Mid-нлǎΣ ¦ǇǇŜǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ǝǳȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΣ 
/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜΩǎ dominant, abusive boyfriend.  He comes across much 
more mature than the high school boys and preys on insecure high 
school girls.  Caroline is ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ōǳǘ ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 
advantage of her knowing that the worse he treats her, the more 
ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ƘƛƳΦ  To him girls are a dime a dozen. 
 

 
John (Parker Croft) 

17, Talks about sex incessantly, the majority of it pertaining to 
arcane άǳǊōŀƴ ƭŜƎŜƴŘǎέ he reads about on the internet.  Despite 
ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇǊƻǿŜǎǎ ƘŜΩǎ actually extremely 
inexperiencedΦ  IŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ !ǇǊƛƭΣ Michelle, and 
pretty much every other girl he sees.   

 
 
Colin (Jim DeProphetis) 
мтΣ !ǇǊƛƭΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ WƻƘƴΩǎ good friend.  Pretends to resent his sister 
for her reputation, but is secretly jealous of her.  A desperate and very 
ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƭƭƛŦȅ 
his unrelenting, repressed urges.  
 
 

Tyler (Ted Sangalis) 
17, The third leg of the Colin, Tyler and John trio, and the most 
ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ more conservative than his 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  IŜ ƘƻǇŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƳƻǊǎ ƘŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ !ǇǊƛƭ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳŜ ŀƴŘ 
plans on personally verifying them, even though Michelle is the 
one who really lusts after him. 
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The Cast  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Corey Feldman stars in the film as Ryan.  Corey is best 
known for his work in such films as The Goonies 
(produced by Steven Spielberg), Academy Award 
nominated Stand By Me directed by Rob Reiner, and The 
�Z���µ�Œ���• which also starred Tom Hanks and Carrie Fisher.  
/ƻǊŜȅΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳde roles in The Gremlins, The 
Lost Boys, License To Drive, Dream A Little Dream, The 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Dickie Roberts: Former 
Child Star and guest appearances on shows including 
Cheers, Married with Children, Howard Stern, and Larry 
King Live.  His A&E show The Two Coreys returns for a 
second season this summer.  Corey stars next in the 
upcoming Warner Brothers sequel The Lost Boys 2. 
 

.Ǌƛŀƴ hΩIŀƭƭƻǊŀƴ plays Dr. Jordan, the naïve high school 
principal and father of Michelle.  Brian is best known for 
ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǊƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ 5ŀƴǘŜ IƛŎƪǎ ƛƴ YŜǾƛƴ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ 
indie-cult breakout hit Clerks and then again in Clerks II.  
He has also acted alongside Ben Affleck, Jason Lee, and 
Rosario Dawson in films including Mallrats, Chasing Amy, 
Vulgar, Dogma, and Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back.  Brian 
has also appeared on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, 
stars in the new horror mockumentary Brutal Massacre: A 
Comedy, and acts alongside John Leguizamo in M. Night 
{ƘȅŀƳŀƭŀƴΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜǊ The Happening due out this May. 
 

Bronson Pinchot plays Mr. Kimbal, a chemistry teacher 
who Michelle attempts to seduce.  Bronson is most 
widely known for his starring role of Balki on the ABC 
sitcom Perfect Strangers.  He has also emerged as a 
notable character actor playing memorable roles in Risky 
Business alongside Tom Cruise, with Eddie Murphy in 
Beverly Hills Cop, and with Christian Slater and Patricia 
Arquette in True Romance (written by Quentin 
¢ŀǊŀƴǘƛƴƻύΦ  .ǊƻƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Courage 
Under Fire, The First Wives Club, After Hours, Second Best 
(an independent film starring Joe Pantoliano) and 
appearances on shows including Saturday Night Live, Step 
By Step, 3rd Rock From the Sun, and Law & Order. 
 


